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Toe universities in the USSR have entrance examinafions which cover SYMEE I
level work, and in addition have one section devoted to political qusries. A
screening board consisting of Communist Party faculty mémbers examines esch
candidate also for political orientation prima: ily, and secondarily for other
qualities such as aptitude, charascter, and the other characterig®ics of common
concern to universities the world over. Scholastic ability is secondary to
political relisbility. A Kemsomol member has a betier chance of asreptance than s
non-member, but & Komsomol member with a bourgeois background might be discriminshed
againgt in favor of a candidate with a peasant background., The ezonomic status

of g candidate has litile or no bearing. .Many scholarships of varying size are
available for political reliables,.and occaaionally for pure scholars. A ghudent
has a relatively free hand in choosing a university.

4’_}engineemng schools probably deemphasize the political written examination
vhile gtill having a rigid screening board. This presumptiosn is baged on the Fact

that technical personnel traditionally are politically disinterested and are a*
a premium.
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Availgbility of textbooks ig gbod. ere is an adequste number and cost is
low, - AS an example & bound textbook on metallurgy,.
printed in 1938 in logcow, priceiat 2 rubles, T5 kopers, The most expensive 50X1-HUM
Drextbooks seldom run over 10 rubles (1944). Most editions are limited, amd new
‘editions are brought out regularly. .Quality of texts as reger‘s paper and binding
is only ®fair. Durability under con&tant use.is limited. Illustrations are '
: conparahle in gqoality and quantity to other foreign texts. Sources of informes
tion are usually translations of the best foreign books, with sctual source
unmentioned. Choleeés for translation are very good. - In fields of . chemistry and ~-
physics there are some original warks due mainly to the immense effort spent in
those ﬁeld.TMJAj.m%eh. ‘Original Russian texts are accurate but
guperficial Translations of foreign gources are filled with
translation ervomy, G Lllustrations sre well peproduced. . S0X1-HUM
5. =

Classes. ave crowdsd due +G o Shdrbage of competent teachers, and the emphasis L=
-gimgRd on technieal training with the resulting iberease in enrollment. Howrs of A
ingtruction are longer than ip compsrable US institutions, due to the usual -
 intense Buropean university achedule and the obligetory Soviet political lectures =
end study periods. ‘Mechanical 6r visual treining-aids in general engineering, £
physies or chemistry lsborateries are scarce. Professors or leboratory B
ingtructers have more amammtion ‘assistants, howaver, than their US counter=

-parts. _(rgduste students do not existigs such, and sdvanced degree candidates ; :
" are respomsible more to a prefessor than to.the unimaity. They are not used !
for teaching purposes but: semetimes are employed ms laboratory technicians, Those:
-peeking a doctorake degree are called m:u-ants, apd they sometimes teach away §
fram the university, perhaps iam a technical high school., Individusl igstruction

is- Mnilable sed 1t is up to the student; to arrange & private deal with an

ingtructor. -Professcrs are theoretically accessible to students by regulations

of Commmnist Party, and in practiee usuglly are. The influence of the area in

which & university is located has & direct bearing on quality of education duve )
Soviet practise.of much onsthe~job trainizu; of engineering students. Universities -
in industrial eress profit. XEntree to imdmitry is ready as much technical advice
ia contmted for. with u.niversitiem e . J

Much of this quastion is covered abmrm Ghmiatry MOratories are- unusually
,ghort on-equipment, particularly ‘in. ﬁ,ald of, rea.genta. Algo laboratory time is
at. tha my of" politﬂ.cal loeh:res‘.

1.

Written, eral and lahmtory mpm type e;gms are used., Engineering and
-courses ere usually divided into léctures, smima » and lsboratory
periods. Four or five tests are given per school year on semipar work. Reports
are hmdad in custqmarily on results of laboratory eaqpar:lments, and occasionally
a Tinal sxam is given depending om the whim of “the profesnor, A final course
examination. 48 glven at the end’ oi’ ﬁhe school. year.  No sliding scale is used for
and the quiva,lmt of a. 70 out of 100 is required to pass. }
rblitical relisbility 15 a mtch tha 1lag s@m poor students to be upgraded
80 &s %o pass. In practise; pmfesﬁors and mtmbam never severely grade o
w of pelitical relmm for fw of dimism. . : -

8.

- Bven the wost prowinent- Boviat wiautwks dsyote two or three hours per waik
T ko wmte lectures. sum Matm@ e in real:l.ty university lectures;, and
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'a.ll whé choose may attend. Proféssors ehoose their own personal agsigtants.

Their supervision over undergraduate research is complete.. Over graduate research
fonl;y the supervision of the’ type. research that -the student has personal’ly ehoaen

is given. 'Naturally,- if the field ‘15 abeurd & Professor would do-his best to deter.
the individual. Those gtudents seeking a master’s degree a.ndidate), do- research
fortheir thesis and write éonclisions over ome- sczhool year.: No- courses -are - -
req_uired Certain engineeting theses.require” ‘enly one ‘semésten’s mrk, defpendn.ng
-on the-topic. _Aspirsnts for & dpctonate degree apply for the- privilege 86

Minigtry of-RBducation.  If’ ac@eptzed astanvaEpirsnt; the-student is ussigneﬂ tora "
universi®y for his research- and’is paid. Same sspirants spend-as long-ag’five years
doing resesrch; writing 'a- thesis, and preparing for oral examinatien. VA Bogrd of- -
three to five profeéssors’conduct oral ex,am:na.t:i.on° R s
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There is no credit hour system,

and- courses successfully passed count -alomed - For-advanced ‘deégrees, when a student
feels he 1s ready to be e.xamined he takes the exam. _ S .

Lhhe requiranents -at’ the Umiverait of Ri a were sli 't"
those in ‘the USSR universities.

Training-1s slanted towards military requirements and heavy indusbry.:@ v . ‘

All gra.dua.tes ‘are at the "cotkiand. of ‘the' various SOViet mirﬂ.striea 3 vho a.eaign thém
sccording-to needs. These who-aspire %6 teach have a certain amount of latitude,
par‘bicularly as Tegards beccming E ts, e ‘route- 1ea.d.ing to a teaching career.
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